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I t  comes  as  no  su rp r i se  tha t  Maur i t i us  has  been  a  popu la r  ho l -
i day  des t ina t ion  fo r  fo re igne r s  i nc lud ing  many  South  A f r i cans  
and  fe l t  immed ia te l y  a t  home once  they  a r r i ve  a t  the  i s land .  
We  cannot  deny  tha t  the re  i s  an  easy,  immed ia te  and  fami l i a r -
i t y  tha t  a t t rac t s  t rave l l e r s  to  Maur i t i us .  Not  on l y  a re  the re  
many  fami l i a l  t i e s ,  s t re tch ing  back  gene ra t ions ,  be tween  the  
two  count r i es ,  bu t  Maur i t i us  a l so  m i r ro r s  coas ta l  KwaZu lu -Na-
ta l  w i th  i t s  sugar  cane  f i e lds  and  sapp ing  humid i t y.  I t  a l so  
sha res  the  Ind ian  i n f l uences  i n  cu i s ine ,  re l i g ion ,  and  cu l tu re .

Un l i ke  many  o the r  coun t r i es ,  i t  i s  we l l - known tha t  Maur i t i us  i s  
of fe r i ng  a  sa fe  env i ronment  to  i t s  res iden ts  and  fo re ign  t rav -
e l l e r s .  I t  i s  one  of  the  sa fes t  p laces  i n  A f r i ca  and  the  Gove rn -
ment  makes  su re  tha t  they  ma in ta in  a  good  repu ta t ion  and  
work  towards  keep ing  a  l ow ra te  of  c r ime  w i th in  the  i s land .

A SAFE ISLAND DESTINATION
ATTRACTING SOUTH AFRICANS
MOVING ABROAD

MAURITIUS HAS AN EXCEPTIONALLY LOW CRIME RATE

S AFE TY  CONS IDERAT IONS

The Cr ime Index  i s  an  est imat ion  of  the  overa l l  leve l  of  c r ime 
in  a  g iven  c i ty  o r  a  count r y.  The  Cr ime Index  categor ies  are  as  
fo l lows :

When  compar ing  the  two  count r i es ,  Sou th  A f r i ca  has  a  
c r ime  index  as  h igh  as  77 .29 ,  wh i l e  Maur i t i us  s i t s  much  
lower  a t  46 .41 .

•
•
•
•
•

Lower  than  20  –  ve r y  l ow ;
Be tween  20  and  40  –  l ow ;
Be tween  40  and  60  –  modera te ;
Be tween   60  and  80  –  h igh ;  and
Leve l s  h ighe r  than  80  –  ve r y  h igh .

 RELOCATION
TO MAURITIUS

Downtown Por t  Lou i s  and  cen t ra l  tou r i s t  a reas  under s tand-
ab l y  do  have  a  s l i gh t l y  h ighe r  c r ime  ra te ,  bu t  i n  gene ra l ,  i t  
i s  ve r y  sa fe  to  t rave l  to .  P i ckpocke ts  l ove  marke ts  because  
you  a re  d i s t rac ted  by  the  s igh ts .  So ,  wh i l e  wa lk ing  a round  
marke ts ,  keep  you r  bags  c lose  and  z ipped  up  and  avo id  
revea l i ng  la rge  amounts  of  cash  i n  pub l i c  a reas .

L i ke  mos t  p laces  we  v i s i t ,  secu r i t y  r i s ks  i nc rease  a f te r  
da rk ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  on  beaches  o r  sec luded  a reas .  Take  
no rma l  sa fe ty  p recau t ions  such  as  no t  wa lk ing  a lone  a f te r  
da rk ,  l ock ing  you r  va luab les  i n  you r  ho te l  room o r  some-
where  sa fe ,  and  be  ove r l y  cau t ious  of  the f t  when  s tay ing  a t  
beachs ide  bunga lows .  Rema in  v ig i l an t  and  exe rc i se  the  
cau t ion  you  no rma l l y  wou ld  avo id  becoming  a  v i c t im  of  
c r ime .

Nonethe less  the  secu r i t y  and  sa fe ty  aspec ts  i n  Maur i t i us  
a re  fu r the r  p romot ing  re loca t ion  to  Maur i t i us  due  to  the  
recen t  immig ra t ion  changes  where  i nd i v idua l s  can  ob ta in  
10  yea r s  res idency  i n  Maur i t i us  based  on  i nves tment ,  work ,  
o r  re t i rement .



IMMIGRATION
CONSIDERATIONS

OCCUPATION PERMITS

1 .  INVESTOR

2 .  SE LF -EM PLOYED  

3 .  PROFESS IONAL

An In i t i a l  t rans fe r  of  USD 50 ,000  i n to  a  l oca l  Maur i t i an  company,  
wh i ch  can  be  you r  own  company  reg i s te red  i n  Maur i t i us .
Any  Inves to r  who  in tends  to  b r i ng  i n  h igh - tech  mach ine r y  and  equ ip -
ment  as  pa r t  of  the  i nves tment  of  USD 50 ,000 ,  mus t  t rans fe r  a  m in i -
mum of  USD 25 ,000  and  the  rema in ing  ba lance  i n  te rms  of  h igh - tech  
mach ine r y  and  equ ipment .  
An  Inves to r  who  w i l l  conduc t  Research  and  Deve lopment  (R&D)  i s  
h igh l y  i nnova t i ve  sec to r s  can  app ly  fo r  an  Innova to r  Occupat ion  
Pe rmi t .  The  R&D expense  component  shou ld  cons t i tu te  a t  l eas t  20% of  
the  to ta l  ope ra t iona l  expend i tu re  du r ing  the  resea rch  phase .  App l i -
can ts  e l i g ib le  to  app ly  unde r  th i s  scheme w i l l  be  requ i red  to  make  an  
i n i t i a l  i nves tment  of  USD 40 ,000 .  

To  qua l i f y  unde r  Se l f-Emp loyed ,  one  shou ld  make  an  i n i t i a l  t rans fe r  of  
USD 35 ,000  o r  i t s  equ i va len t  i n  f ree l y  conve r t ib l e  fo re ign  cu r rency  to  
h i s /he r  l oca l  bank  account  i n  Maur i t i us .  
App l i can t  mus t  run  h i s /he r  own  bus iness  under  the i r  pe r sona l  name ,  
as  such ,  reg i s t ra t ion  of  an  en t i t y  w i l l  no t  be  requ i red .  

App l i cab le  where  emp loyment  has  been  secu red  w i th  a  Maur i t i an  com-
pany,  th i s  can  a l so  be  you r  own  company  reg i s te red  i n  Maur i t i us .  
A  p rofess iona l  shou ld  ea rn  a  month l y  bas i c  sa la r y  exceed ing  MUR 
60 ,000 .  
The  m in imum month l y  bas i c  sa la r y  fo r  spec i f i c  sec to r s ,  i nc lud ing  the  
ICT  sec to r,  has  been  dec reased  to  MUR 30 ,000 .  

A L L  O CC U PAT I O N  P E R M I TS  A R E  VA L I D  FO R  1 0  Y EA RS  &  A R E  R E N E WA B L E
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•



1 .  RE T I RED  NON-CI T I ZEN  P ERMI T

Where  an  i nd i v idua l  i s  above  50  yea r s  of  age ,  he / she  
becomes  e l i g ib le  to  app ly  fo r  a  Re t i red  Pe r son  Pe rmi t  to  
l i ve  i n  Maur i t i us .  
App l i can ts  a re  no t  requ i red  to  i nves t  o r  pu rchase  p rope r -
t y  and  a re  res t r i c ted  f rom secu r ing  emp loyment .  
The  app l i can t  mus t  make  a  t rans fe r  of  1 ,500  USD pe r  
month  o r  an  equ i va len t  l ump sum annua l l y.  

2 .  AC Q UIS I T ION OF  P ROP ER TY

A non-c i t i zen  who  acqu i res  p rope r t y  i n  Maur i t i us  i s  on l y  
e l i g ib le  to  app ly  fo r  a  res idence  pe rmi t  when  tha t  
immovab le  p rope r t y  wh ich  has  been  bought  i s  unde r  an  
IRS /RES/PDS  Scheme and  where  the  va lue  of  the  p rope r -
t y  exceeds  USD 375 ,000 .
Once  the  acqu i s i t i on  has  been  comp le ted  and  the  T i t l e  
Deed  to  the  p rope r t y  i s  i n  hand ,  an  app l i ca t ion  fo r  res i -
dency  may  be  made .

•

•

•

•

•

IMMIGRATION
CONSIDERATIONS
RESIDENCE PERMITS

h i s  account  i n  a  l oca l  bank  du r ing  the  3  yea r s  immed ia te l y  
p r io r  to  submiss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .

Pe ts  mus t  be  m ic roch ipped  w i th  an  ISO 11784 /11785  comp l i -
an t  ch ip ;  th i s  mus t  be  a  15  d ig i t  and  non -enc r yp ted  m ic roch ip .  
A f te r  i t  has  been  imp lan ted ,  same mus t  be  scanned  by  you r  
ve te r i na r ian  immed ia te l y  the rea f te r.
A  re t i red  non -c i t i zen  who  has  he ld  a  Res idence  Pe rmi t  fo r  a  
pe r iod  of  3  yea r s  and  has  t rans fe r red  a t  l eas t  USD54 ,000  to  



1 .  HOLDER  OF  OCCU PAT ION PERM I T

2 .  FORE IGN N AT IONAL  INV EST O R

3 .  R E T I RED  NON-CI T I ZEN

There  a re  va r ious  ca tegor i es  of  Occupat ion  Pe rmi t  whereby  
you  may  be  e l i g ib le  to  app ly  fo r  a  Pe rmanent  Res idence  
Pe rmi t .

h i s  account  i n  a  l oca l  bank  du r ing  the  3  yea r s  immed ia te l y  
p r io r  to  submiss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .

A  fo re ign  na t iona l  who  has  i nves ted  a  m in imum of  
USD500 ,000  in to  a  qua l i f y i ng  ac t i v i t y  i s  a l so  e l i g ib le  fo r  the  
10 -yea r  res idence  pe rmi t .

The  fo l l ow ing  i ndus t r i es  i nc luded  in  the  qua l i f y ing  ac t i v i t i e s :  
Ag ro -based  indus t r y,  Aud io -v i sua l ,  C inema and  Commun ica -
t i on ,  Bank ing ,  Cons t ruc t ion ,  Educa t ion ,  Env i ronment- f r i end l y  
and  g reen  ene rgy  p roduc ts ,  F inanc ia l  Se r v i ces ,  F i she r i es  and  
Mar ine  Resources ,  F reepor t ,  I n fo rmat ion  Techno logy,  I n f ra -

As  an  i nves to r,  you  w i l l  need  to  p rov ide  a  tu rnove r  of  a t  
l eas t  MUR45  mi l l i on  fo r  a  pe r iod  of  3  yea r s  p r io r  to  sub -
miss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .
As  a  p rofess iona l ,  you r  month l y  bas i c  sa la r y  mus t  be  a t  
l eas t  MUR150 ,  000  fo r  a  pe r iod  of  3  yea r s  p r io r  to  submis -
s ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .
As  a  Se l f-Emp loyed  ind i v idua l ,  you r  bus iness  i ncome mus t  
exceed  MUR3  mi l l i on  on  a  yea r l y  bas i s  fo r  a  pe r iod  of  3  
yea r s  p r io r  to  submiss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .

•

•

•

s t ruc tu re ,  I nsu rance ,  Le i su re ,  Manufac tu r ing ,  Mar ina  
deve lopment ,  Tou r i sm and  Warehous ing ,  I n i t i a l  Pub l i c  
O f fe r i ngs .

IMMIGRATION
CONSIDERATIONS

PATHWAY TO
PERMANENT RESIDENCE

Pets  mus t  be  m ic roch ipped  w i th  an  ISO 11784 /11785  comp l i -
an t  ch ip ;  th i s  mus t  be  a  15  d ig i t  and  non -enc r yp ted  m ic roch ip .  
A f te r  i t  has  been  imp lan ted ,  same mus t  be  scanned  by  you r  
ve te r i na r ian  immed ia te l y  the rea f te r.
A  re t i red  non -c i t i zen  who  has  he ld  a  Res idence  Pe rmi t  fo r  a  
pe r iod  of  3  yea r s  and  has  t rans fe r red  a t  l eas t  USD54 ,000  to  



PROPERTY
CONSIDERATIONS

Maur i t i us  i s  becoming  an  a t t rac t i ve  des t ina t ion  fo r  many  South  A f r i cans  
seek ing  an  improved  l i f es ty l e  fo r  themse lves  and  the i r  fami l i e s .  The  Gov -
e rnment  i n  Maur i t i us  imp lemented  new immig ra t ion  regu la t ions  fo r  
those  who  wou ld  l i ke  to  re loca te  to  Maur i t i us .

Cu r ren t l y,  t he  Gove rnment  i s  of fe r i ng  an  a t t rac t i ve  res idency  p rog ram 
fo r  fo re igne r s  who  wou ld  l i ke  to  ob ta in  pe rmanent  res idence  based  on  
the  pu rchase  of  a  p rope r t y,  to  qua l i f y,  you  need  to  pu rchase  w i th in  a  
des igna ted  scheme ( IRS /RES/PDS  o r  SC )  pu t  i n  p lace  by  the  gove rnment .  

P rope r t y  hun t ing  can  be  a  comp lex  p rocess  espec ia l l y  w i th in  a  new 
count r y.  K ind l y  f i nd  be low some t ips  to  gu ide  you  when  buy ing  p rope r t y  
to  ob ta in  you r  Res idence  Pe rmi t .

LOOK AND SEE: We appea l  to  p rope r t y  buye r s  to  t rave l  to  Maur i t i us  and  
v iew a  few p rope r t i es  p r io r  to  tak ing  a  dec i s ion .  Th i s  w i l l  enab le  them 
to  ga in  a  sense  of  the  a rea ,  be t te r  negot ia te  and  w i l l  g i ve  them t ime  
and  f i r s t  hand  ins igh t  to  f i nd  the  p rope r t y  they  l ove .

1.

SIGNATURE OF A RESERVATION CONTRACT: An ag reement  be tween  the  two  
pa r t i es  mus t  be  s igned  in  o rde r  to  secu re  a  p rope r t y,  th i s  i s  i n  a  fo rm 
of  a  depos i t  payment .

2.

APPLICATION FOR A RESIDENCE PERMIT: Once  the  p rope r t y  depos i t  i s  pa id ,  
a  Res idence  Pe rmi t  submiss ion  needs  to  take  p lace  a t  EDB .  Wi th in  a  
few weeks ,  you  w i l l  rece i ve  you r  approva l  and  pe rmi t .

3.

PAYMENT OF THE OUTSTANDING BALANCE OF THE PROPERTY: Once  you r  res i -
dence  pe rmi t  i s  i s sued ,  you  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  depos i t  the  ou ts tand ing  
ba lance  i n  o rde r  to  f i na l i ze  the  p rope r t y  acqu i s i t i on .

4.

FINAL SETTLEMENT WHILST RESIDING IN YOUR NEW PROPERTY: Once  you r  res i -
dence  pe rmi t  i s  i s sued ,  you  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  depos i t  the  ou ts tand ing  
ba lance  i n  o rde r  to  f i na l i ze  the  p rope r t y  acqu i s i t i on .

5.

I T  I S  I M PO RTA N T  TO  N OT E  T H AT  R ES I D E N C E  T H RO U G H  P RO P E RT Y  ACQ U I S I T I O N  W I L L  N OT  A L LOW  YO U  TO  WO R K  O R  O P E RAT E  A  
B U S I N ES S  I N  M AU R I T I U S .  I T  I S  T H U S  I M PO RTA N T  TO  CO N S I D E R  YO U R  G OA LS  A N D  I N T E N T I O N  FO R  R ES I D E N C E  I N  M AU R I T I U S  CA R E -
F U L LY  TO  E N S U R E  YO U  M A K E  T H E  CO R R E CT  P E R M I T  D E C I S I O N .  



The  Maur i t i an  and  expat r ia te  popu la t ion  en joy  a  f ree  na t iona l  educa t ion  sys tem 
wh ich  i s  compu l so r y  up  un t i l  t he  age  of  16 .  The  Gove rnment  has  t r i ed  to  p rov ide  
adequate  fund ing  fo r  educa t ion ,  occas iona l l y  s t ra in ing  t i gh t  budgets  and  even  
subs id i sed  a  g rea t  pa r t  of  the  expend i tu re  i n  the  P r i va te  Con fess iona l  s choo l s ,  
tha t  i s ,  s choo l s  unde r  the  con t ro l  o f  the  Ca tho l i c  Church .  However,  the  p re -p r i -
mar y  schoo l s  a re  s t i l l  p r i va te l y  owned  mos t l y.

The  schoo l  yea r  i s  composed  of  th i r t y -n ine  weeks ,  d i v ided  i n to  th ree  te rms  of  
th i r teen  weeks .  The  1s t  te rm i s  f rom ea r l y  Januar y  t i l l  Ap r i l ,  t hen  la te  Apr i l  to  
the  end  of  Ju l y,  w i th  the  th i rd  te rm be ing  f rom Augus t  to  November.

Maur i t i us  has  a  we l l - es tab l i shed  ne twork  of  i n te rna t iona l  s choo l s  tha t  have  
been  a round  fo r  decades .  Pa ren ts  even  have  the  poss ib i l i t y  to  choose  f rom d i f -
f e ren t  teach ing  languages ,  such  as  Eng l i sh  o r  F rench  p rog rammes .  The  fees  and  
p rocesses  fo r  admiss ion  and  reg i s t ra t ion  va r y  f rom schoo l  to  schoo l .  I t  i s  
impor tan t  to  no te  tha t  space  a re  gene ra l l y  l im i ted  and  enqu i r i ng  be fo rehand  i s  
essen t ia l  to  secu re  you r  ch i l d ’s  p lace  i n  the  schoo l .  

Tu i t i on  fees  fo r  these  schoo l s  a re ,  howeve r,  gene ra l l y  cos t l y  bu t  i n  compar i son  
to  the  s tandards ,  qua l i t y  of  fac i l i t i e s ,  and  the  ex t racu r r i cu la r  ac t i v i t i e s  ava i l ab le  
a re  i n  away  jus t i f i ab le .

PUBL IC  EDUCAT ION SYST EM

PR IVATE  EDUCAT ION SYST EM

SCHOOLING 
CONSIDERATIONS



6 RELEVANT SCHOOLS
IN MAURITIUS

SCHOOLING CONSIDERATIONS

01
NORTHFIELDS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL: 
The  schoo l  was  founded  in  2001  by  a  sma l l  g roup  of  e igh t  pa r -
en ts  l i v i ng  i n  the  Nor th .  They  go t  toge the r  and  dec ided  to  pu t  
the i r  hea r t s ,  m inds  and  f i nances  toge the r  to  c rea te  a  schoo l ,  
w i th  a  fami l y  a tmosphere  fo r  the i r  ch i l d ren ,  a l l ow ing  the  
Schoo l  to  open  i t s  doo r s  i n  Sep tember  2001  to  i t s  f i r s t  s tuden t  
i n take  of  9  pup i l s .

05
TELFAIR PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
Te l fa i r  I n te rna t iona l  P r imar y  Schoo l  ( T IPS ) i s  an  Eng l i sh  co -ed -
uca t iona l  s choo l  s i tua ted  i n  Tamar in ,  on  the  wes t  coas t  of  
Maur i t i us .  The  schoo l  f i r s t  opened  i t s  doo r s  i n  Januar y  2007 .  
We  ca te r  fo r  ch i l d ren  f rom 5  to  12  yea r s  o ld  who  then  fo l l ow 
on  to  one  of  the  p r i va te  secondar y  schoo l s  on  the  i s land .

03
CLAVIS INTERNATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
C lav i s  I n te rna t iona l  P r imar y  Schoo l  i s  nes t l ed  a t  the  foo t  of  
Mt .  Or y  i n  Moka ,  Maur i t i us .  Founded  in  1991  and  au tho r i zed  
to  of fe r  the  In te rna t iona l  Bacca lau rea te  P r imar y  Year s  P ro -
g ramme ( IB  PYP )  i n  2002 .  

04
INTERNATIONAL PREPARATORY SCHOOL: 
The  In te rna t iona l  P repara to r y  Schoo l  ( I PS )  i s  a  fu l l y  au tho -
r i sed  In te rna t iona l  Bacca lau rea te  Wor ld  Schoo l  of fe r i ng  the  
P r imar y  Year s  P rog ramme.   IPS   i s  a  p r i va te  Eng l i sh  med ium 
p re -p r imar y  and  p r imar y  schoo l  s i tua ted  on  spac ious  g rounds  
i n  Labourdonna i s  V i l l age ,  a  ru ra l  sugar  g row ing  a rea  i n  the  
no r th  of  Maur i t i us .

02
WESTCOAST INTERNATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL: 
Founded  in  2014 ,  Wes tcoas t  I n te rna t iona l  Secondar y  Schoo l ,  
t he  on l y  Eng l i sh -med ium secondar y  schoo l  on  the  wes t  coas t  
of  the  i s land ,  has  moved  in to  i t s  b rand  new p remises  i n  Un i c i t i  
i n  Januar y  2017 .  Wes tcoas t  Secondar y  Schoo l  i s  pa r t  of  the  
Un i c i t i  Educa t ion  Hub  encompass ing  the  who le  educa t ion  
of fe r  of  Un i c i t i  and  fo l l ows  the  Cambr idge  In te rna t iona l  cu r -
r i cu lum. 06

LE BOCAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL: 
Le  Bocage  In te rna t iona l  Schoo l  ( LB IS )  of fe r s  an  i n te rna t iona l  
secondar y  schoo l  educa t ion  to  boys  and  g i r l s  aged  be tween  
11  and  19 .  I t  o f f i c ia l l y  opened  i t s  doo r s  i n  Januar y  1990 .  



EXPATRIATE
TAX SERVICES

PROTECTING YOUR FOREIGN INCOME FROM SOUTH AFRICAN TAX

South  A f  r i can  expat r ia tes  shou ld  no t  on l y  unde r s tand  the  new expat r i -
a te  tax  l aw,  wh i ch  endanger s  the i r  fo re ign  i ncome ,  bu t  shou ld  a l so  ac t  
i f  t hey  want  to  avo id  i t s  d i re  consequences .The  amendment  to  the  
Income Tax  Ac t  has  been  fu l l y  enac ted  and  fo rms  pa r t  of  the  Taxa t ion  
Laws  Amendment  B i l l  o f  2017 .Desp i te  th i s ,  many  South  A f r i can  expat r i -
a tes  a re  under  the  fa l se  impress ion  tha t  the  law has  no t  been  fo rma l l y  
amended  and  w i l l  t hus  no t  a f fec t  them.  The  new law s ta tes

The  p rov i s ion  of  hous ing ,  secu r i t y  and  f l  i gh t s ,  among  o the r  th ings ,  a re  
of ten  pa r t  of  the  packages  of fe red  to  Sou th  A f r i cans  to  i nduce  them to  
work  i n  fo re ign  loca t ions .  These  bene f i  t s  can  qu i ck l y  add  up  to  the  
R1 .25  m i l l i on  th resho ld ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  the  expens i ve  count r i es  i n  wh i ch  
expat r ia tes  of ten  l i ve .  When  i t  comes  to  expat r ia te  op t ions ,  the re  a re  
e f fec t i ve l y  two  schoo l s  of  thought ,  exc lud ing  the  “head  in  the  sand”  
approach .  These  op t ions  a re  based  on  the  i n ten t ion  of  the  Sou th  A f r i can  
expat r ia te  to  rema in  ab road  pe rmanent l y  o r  tempora r i l y.

The re  sha l l  be  exempt  f  rom no rma l  tax  –  any  fo rm of  remunera t ion  –  to  
the  ex ten t  to  wh ich  tha t  remunera t ion  does  no t  exceed  R1 .25  m i l l i on  i n  
respec t  of  a  yea r  of  assessment  and  i s  rece i ved  by  o r  acc rues  to  any  em-
p loyee  du r ing  any  yea r  of  assessment  by  way  of  any  sa la r y,  l eave  pay,  
wage ,  ove r t ime  pay,  bonus ,  g ra tu i t y, commiss ion ,  f ee ,  emo lument  o r  
a l l owance ,  i n  respec t  of  se r v i ces  rende red  ou ts ide  the  Repub l i c  by  tha t  
emp loyee  fo r  o r  on  beha l f  o f  any  emp loye r,  i f  t ha t  emp loyee  was  ou ts ide  
the  Repub l i c .

FINANCIAL EMIGRATION: F inanc ia l  Emig ra t ion  i s  bes t  f i t  f o r  a  Sou th  A f r i can  
tax  res iden t  work ing  o r  l i v i ng  ab road  w i th  a  pe rmanent  i n ten t ion  no t  to  
re tu rn  to  Sou th  A f r i can  i n  the  nea r  fu tu re  o r  i nde f in i te l y.

DOUBLE TAXATION AGREEMENT: App ly ing  a  Doub le  Taxa t ion  Agreement  (DTA)  
bes t  f i t s  Sou th  A f r i can  tax  res iden ts  tha t  a re  ab road  fo r  a  l im i ted  du ra -
t i on  to  work  and  w i l l  be  re tu rn ing  to  Sou th  A f r i ca  i n  the  nea r  fu tu re .  The  
amended  South  A f r i can  tax  l aw i s  now in  fu l l  e f fec t  as  of  1  March  2020 .



Where  you  have  i n te rna t iona l  economic  
i n te res t s ,  you r  i ncome may  po ten t ia l l y  
sub jec t  to  tax  bo th  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca  as  we l l  
as  i n  the  fo re ign  count r y,  resu l t i ng  i n  
doub le  taxa t ion .  As  the  co -au tho r s  of  Lex -
i sNex i s ’  Expa t r ia te  Tax  tex tbook ,  the  f i  r s t  
o f  i t s  k ind  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca ,  we  have  p re -
sen ted  on  the  impac t  of  the  expat  tax  l aw 
change  a round  the  wor ld .

A  common misconcept ion  we  see  among  
South  A f r i can  expats  a re  tha t  they  be l i eve  
they  a re  “au tomat i ca l l y  tax -exempt”  j us t  
because  the re  i s  doub le  taxa t ion  t rea ty  i n  
p lace  be tween  the  two  count r i es .  Th i s  i s  
comp le te l y  wrong  and  the re  a re  va r ious  
fac to r s  tha t  need  to  be  cons ide red ,  and  
ob jec t i ve l y  p roven ,  and  you  a re  s t i l l  
requ i red  by  l aw to  f i  l e  a  tax  re tu rn  and  
“c la im”  exempt ion  under  t rea ty  re l i e f.

To  co r rec t l y  app l y  t rea ty  re l i e f  on  you r  
fo re ign  ea rned  income ,  you  w i l l  need  to  
cons ide r  wh i ch  count r y  w i l l  ac tua l l y  have  
the  r i gh t  to  tax  you r  i ncome .  Th i s  i s  
ach ieved  th rough  a  measured  approach ,  
known as  the  t i e -b reake r  tes t ,  and  takes  
i n to  cons ide ra t ion  va r ious  fac to r s  such  as  
i f  you  have  a  tax  res idency  ce r t i f i ca te ,  
where  you  have  a  pe rmanent  home ,  where  
you r  cen t re  of  v i ta l  i n te res t s  a re ,  i . e .  
where  you r  fami l y  and  economic  t i es  a re ,  
as  we l l  as  where  you r  hab i tua l  abode  i s ,  
to  name a  few.

Our  team of  as tu te  tax  a t to rneys  a re  we l l  
equ ipped  to  ass i s t  you  th rough  the  p ro -
cess  to  ensu re  you r  tax ing  r i gh ts  does  no t  
fa l l  w i th in  Sou th  A f r i ca .

DOUBLE TAXATION AGREEMENTFINANCIAL EMIGRATION

Assistance for South Afr icans 
employed permanently abroad.

Once -of f  p rocess  of  ceas ing  Tax  
Res idency.

Backdated
F inanc ia l

Emig ra t ion

Pas t  o r  cu r ren t  tax  f i l i ng  
comp l iance .

Emig ra t ion  tax  c l ea rance  ce r t i f i ca te  
app l i ca t ion

Lega l  op in ion  i s sued  by  ou r  tax  
a t to rneys  toc l i en t  suppor t i ng  the  t i e  
b reake r  tes t  based  on  Doub le  Taxa -

t i on  Agreement .

App l i ca t ion  of  Tax  Res idency  ce r t i f i  
ca te  by  expat r ia te  i n  fo re ign  count r y.

Cu r ren t
F inanc ia l

Emig ra t ion

Expat r ia te ’s  cu r ren t  coun t r y  of  res i -
dence  needs  to  have  a  Doub le  Taxa t ion  

Agreement  w i th  Sou th  A f r i ca .

App l i cat ion  and  lega l  ass i s -
tance  fo r  South  Af r i cans  tem-
porar i l y  abroad .

VS

South  A f r i can  Rese r ve  Bank  
App l i ca t ion

Onus  of  p roof  f rom c l i en t  to  be  
submi t ted  to  SARS  yea r l y.

Annua l  p rocess  to  p rove  an  i nd i v idua l  
i s  more  of  a  tax  res iden t  i n  ano the r  
coun t r y  tha t  has  a  Doub le  Taxa t ion  

Agreement  w i th  Sou th  A f r i ca .



h i s  account  i n  a  l oca l  bank  du r ing  the  3  yea r s  immed ia te l y  
p r io r  to  submiss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .

01
Pets  mus t  be  m ic roch ipped  w i th  an  ISO 11784 /11785  comp l i -
an t  ch ip ;  th i s  mus t  be  a  15  d ig i t  and  non -enc r yp ted  m ic roch ip .  
A f te r  i t  has  been  imp lan ted ,  same mus t  be  scanned  by  you r  
ve te r i na r ian  immed ia te l y  the rea f te r.
A  re t i red  non -c i t i zen  who  has  he ld  a  Res idence  Pe rmi t  fo r  a  
pe r iod  of  3  yea r s  and  has  t rans fe r red  a t  l eas t  USD54 ,000  to  

03
Al l  dogs  and  ca ts  emig ra t ing  to  Maur i t i us  mus t  have  a  rab ies  
t i te r  tes t  no  sooner  than  30  days  and  no  more  than  6  months  
i n  advance  of  the  da te  of  en t r y.  The  tes t  mus t  be  done  by  a  
l i censed  ve te r ina r ian  and  a  l e t te r  p rov ided  to  con f i rm  i t  was  
comp l ian t  w i th  regu la t ions

An  Impor t  Pe rm i t  i s  requ i red .  The  recommended  l ead  t ime  to  
secu re  an  impor t  pe rm i t  fo r  you r  pe t  i s  3  –  6  months .  Take  
no te  tha t  the  fo l l ow ing  b reeds  of  dogs  a re  no t  a l l owed  in to  
Maur i t i us :
–  Amer i can  P i t  Bu l l  Te r r i e r  Japanese  Tosa
–  Amer i can  Sta f fo rdsh i re  Te r r i e r  Dogo  A rgen t ino
–  Sta f fo rdsh i re  Te r r i e r  F i l a  B ras i l e i ro
–  B lue  Nose  P i t  Bu l l  Boe rboe l

04

05
The  pe ts  have  to  a l so  ob ta in  a  hea l th  ce r t i f i ca te  i s sued  by  a  
l i censed  ve te r ina r ian  ce r t i f y i ng  comp l iance  w i th  the  requ i re -
ments  and  counte r s igned  by  a  Gove rnment  au tho r i t y  such  as  
hav ing  been  t rea ted  by  a  l ong  las t i ng  i nsec t i c ide  (name mus t  
be  i nd i ca ted )  aga ins t  ec toparas i tes  and  they  a re  f ree  f rom 
ex te rna l  pa ras i tes  a t  the  t ime  of  expor t .  The  hea l th  ce r t i f i ca te  
has  to  be  i s sued  w i th in  48  hour s  of  depar tu re .

02
Dogs  o r  ca t s  mus t  be  vacc ina ted  p r io r  to  re loca t ing  to  Maur i -
t i us .  Vacc ina t ions  fo r  rab ies  a re  essen t ia l  and  mus t  be  take  
be tween  60  days  and  1  yea r  of  en t r y  fo r  i n i t i a l  vacc ina t ions  o r  
be tween  30  days  and  1  yea r  fo r  any  boos te r  vacc ina t ions  
the rea f te r.  O the r  vacc ina t ions  fo r  dogs  i nc lude  –  Can ine  D i s -
temper,  Lep tosp i ros i s ,  I n fec t ious  can ine  hepat i t i s ,  and  Can ine  
Pa r vov i rus .  Fo r  ca t s  spec i f i ca l l y,  on  the  o the r  hand ,  i nc lude  –  
Fe l i ne  En te r i t i s ,  Fe l i ne  Rh ino t rache i t i s ,  and  Fe l i ne  Ca l i c i v i rus .

10 TIPS ON RELOCATING YOUR PETS
TO MAURITIUS

We apprec ia te  the  p rocess  to  re loca te  pe ts  can  be  bu rdensome and  v iewed  as  a  roadb lock  when  dec id ing  to  re loca te  to  ano the r  
coun t r y.  Pe t s  a re  pa r t  of  the  fami l y  and  cons ide r ing  a  move  w i thou t  you r  pe t ,  can  be  un th inkab le  fo r  many  thus  c rea t ing  an  add i -
t i ona l  s t resso r  to  the  re loca t ion  p rocess  and  a l l - impor tan t  s tep  i n  the  i n i t i a l  s tages  of  we igh ing  up  a  move .

PET RELOCATION

P E T  R E LO CAT I O N  CO N T I N U ES  O N  N EX T  PAG E

•
•
•
•
•



h i s  account  i n  a  l oca l  bank  du r ing  the  3  yea r s  immed ia te l y  
p r io r  to  submiss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .

06
Your  pe t  sha l l  on l y  be  a l l owed  en t r y  w i th  the  approva l  of  the  
Ve te r ina r y  Of f i ce r  of  Maur i t i us .  The  Ve te r ina r y  Of f i ce r  mus t  
be  no t i f i ed  of  t ime  of  a r r i va l  and  po r t  of  en t r y  a t  l eas t  3  days  
p r io r  to  a r r i va l  t ime .  Once  c lea red ,  you r  dog  w i l l  be  sub jec t  to  
a  m in imum of  5  days  and  a  max imum of  30  days  of  qua ran t ine  
un less  en te r ing  Maur i t i us  f rom New Zea land  o r  Aus t ra l i a  i n  
wh i ch  case  i t  w i l l  be  5  days .

07
Pets  can  en te r  Maur i t i us  i f  i t  comes  f rom a  count r y  tha t  i s  
deemed  rab ies - con t ro l l ed  o r  rab ies - f ree  by  the  O IE .  Pe ts  f rom 
h igh - rab ies  count r i eso r  f rom a reas  where  rab ies  has  occu r red  
w i th in  the  pas t  12  months  w i l l  no t  be  a l l owed  en t r y.

08
B i rds ,  i nve r teb ra tes ,  t rop i ca l  f i sh ,  rep t i l e s ,  amph ib ia ,  mam-
ma ls  such  as  roden ts  and  rabb i t s  a re  no t  sub jec t  to  requ i re -
ments  of  rab ies  vacc ina t ion ,  bu t  o the r  requ i rements  may  be  
needed  and  shou ld  have  a  hea l th  ce r t i f i ca te  to  a l l ow the i r  
en t r y  i n to  Maur i t i us .

09
Pets  have  to  be  con t inuous l y  res id ing  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca  fo r  6  
months  p r io r  to  expor t  to  Maur i t i us  and  mus t  be  s te r i l i zed  
be fo re  expor t  and  en t r y  i n to  Maur i t i us .

Loca t ion  of  the  quaran t ine  s i te  i s  i n  Beau-Bass in  Rose -H i l l ,  a  
town  in  Maur i t i us ,  l oca ted  i n  the  P la ines  Wi lhems  D i s t r i c t .

Wh i l e  pe t  re loca t ion  can  be  a  comp lex  p rocess ,  w i th  the  co r -
rec t  i n fo rmat ion  we l l  i n  advance  and  the  ass i s tance  of  a  spe -
c ia l i s t ,  i t  can  be  an  e f fo r t l ess  p rocess  w i thou t  impac t ing  you r  
des i re  to  re loca te  to  the  i s land -s ty le  l i f e .  

10

10 TIPS ON RELOCATING YOUR PETS
TO MAURITIUS

PET RELOCATION

!Beau
Bassin-Rose
Hill

Pets  mus t  be  m ic roch ipped  w i th  an  ISO 11784 /11785  comp l i -
an t  ch ip ;  th i s  mus t  be  a  15  d ig i t  and  non -enc r yp ted  m ic roch ip .  
A f te r  i t  has  been  imp lan ted ,  same mus t  be  scanned  by  you r  
ve te r i na r ian  immed ia te l y  the rea f te r.
A  re t i red  non -c i t i zen  who  has  he ld  a  Res idence  Pe rmi t  fo r  a  
pe r iod  of  3  yea r s  and  has  t rans fe r red  a t  l eas t  USD54 ,000  to  



With  many  re t i rees  w i sh ing  to  res ide  i n  Maur i t i us .  A long  w i th  
Cand ida tes  and  inves to r s  w i sh ing  to  move  fo r  work  and  
inves tment  pu rposes ,  o f ten  w i th  the i r  en t i re  fami l i e s ,  the  
qua l i t y  of  the  hea l th  ca re  sys tem,  access ib i l i t y  of  the  pub l i c  
and  p r i va te  fac i l i t i e s ,  and  the  cos t s  assoc ia ted  i n  compar i son  
to  the i r  coun t r y  of  o r ig in  become a  cause  fo r  se r ious  conce rn  
when  cons ide r ing  re loca t ing  to  a  fo re ign  count r y.

Maur i t i us  a l so  has  an  a r ray  of  p r i va te  fac i l i t i e s  of fe r i ng  
competen t  med ica l  se r v i ces  and  t rea tments  as  we l l  as  spe -
c ia l i sed  t rea tments ,  w i th  many  of  these  fac i l i t i e s  con ta in -
i ng  new and  s ta te -of- the -a r t  med ica l  equ ipment .  P r i va te  
c l i n i c s  and  med ica l  fac i l i t i e s ,  s im i la r  to  Sou th  A f r i ca  and  
o the r  coun t r i es ,  mus t  be  accompan ied  by  an  approp r ia te  
med ica l  s cheme to  cove r  the  cos t s  assoc ia ted  w i th  t rea t -
ments  rece i ved  a t  such  i ns t i tu t i ons .

I n te rna t iona l  and  wor ld - renowned  med ica l  s chemes :
A l l i anz  Ca re
C igna  G loba l

Wi th  many  re t i rees  w i sh ing  to  res ide  i n  Maur i t i us .  A long  w i th  
Cand ida tes  and  inves to r s  w i sh ing  to  move  fo r  work  and  
inves tment  pu rposes ,  o f ten  w i th  the i r  en t i re  fami l i e s ,  the  
qua l i t y  of  the  hea l th  ca re  sys tem,  access ib i l i t y  of  the  pub l i c  
and  p r i va te  fac i l i t i e s ,  and  the  cos t s  assoc ia ted  i n  compar i son  
to  the i r  coun t r y  of  o r ig in  become a  cause  fo r  se r ious  conce rn  
when  cons ide r ing  re loca t ing  to  a  fo re ign  count r y.

 RELOCATION
TO MAURITIUS

MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS

PUBLIC HEALTHCARE AND MEDICAL FACILITIES

PRIVATE CLINICS AND MEDICAL SCHEMES

S i r  S e ewo o s a g u r  R a m g o o l a m
PAMPLEMOUSSES
Te l  No .  (+230 )209 -3500

•

•

V i c t o r i a  H o s p i t a l  &  Pr i n c e s s  M a rg a ret h  O r t h o p a e d i c  Ce n t re
CANDOS
Te l .  No .  (+230 )425 -3031

•

•

•

M E D I CA L  CO N S I D E RAT I O N S  CO N T I N U ES  O N  N EX T  PAG E

5 MAIN HOSPITALS LOCATED TROUGHOUT MAURITIUS

D r  A .  G .  J e e t o  H o s p i t a l
VOLCY  POUGNET  STREET
P.  LOUIS
Te l  No .  (+230 )203 -1001

J a wa h a r l a l  N e h r u  H o s p i t a l  ( J N H )
ROSE  BELLE
Te l  No .  (+230 )603 -7000

F l a c q  H o s p i t a l
CENTRAL  FL ACQ
Te l  No .  (+230 )402 -2400



MEDICAL
CONSIDERATIONS

 

LOCAL AND COMMENDABLE MEDICAL SCHEMES

PRIVATE CLINICS AND MEDICAL FACILITIES

C i t y  C l i n i c
S IR  EDGAR L AURENT  ST,  PORT  LOUIS
Te l .  No  (+230 )  206  1600

•

•

Swan  Insu rance  Company
Nat iona l  I nsu rance  Company  (N IC )
www.n i c l .mu
S ICOM
Maur i t i us  Un ion

C l i n i q u e  D a r n e
GEORGES  GUIBERT  ST,  CUREP IPE
Te l .No  (+230 )  601  2300

• We l l k i n  H o s p i t a l
MOKA
Te l .  No  (+230 )  605  1000

• G ra n d  B a y  M e d i c a l  a n d  D i a g n o st i c  Ce n t re
SOT T ISE  RD,  GRAND BA IE
Te l .  No  (+230 )  263  1212

• C l i n i q u e  d u  N o rd
BAIE  DU TOMBEAU RD,  PORT  LOUIS
Te l .  No  (+230 )  247  1056

• C l i n i q u e  Fe r r i e re
NOUVELLE  CL IN IQUE FERR IÈRE ,  
COLLEGE  LN ,  CUREP IPE
Te l .  No  +230  676  3332



RELOCATION
TIPS

OPENING A MAURITIAN
BANK ACCOUNT

M AU R I T I A N  BA N K  ACCO U N T  CO N T I N U ES  O N  N EX T  PAG E

01
BANK ACCOUNT  O PE N IN G  CO N S IDE RAT I ONS :
I n  recen t  yea r s ,  Maur i t i us  has  become a  l ead ing  f i nanc ia l  
cen t re ,  w i th  i nc reas ing  economic  g rowth ,  exce l l en t  schoo l i ng ,  
l ow  c r ime  ra tes ,  and  po l i t i ca l  s tab i l i t y.  The  p rocess  to  open  a  
bank  account  w i th  the  approp r ia te  ass i s tance  can  be  you r  
f i r s t  s tep  towards  a  success fu l  re loca t ion  to  Maur i t i us .  
Whethe r  you r  i n ten t ion  i s  to  pe rmanent l y  res ide ,  bene f i t  f rom 
tax  s t ruc tu res ,  o r  i nves t ,  a  Maur i t i an  bank  account  i s  you r  
foo t  i n to  the  Maur i t i an  marke t .

03
PH YS I C AL  PRESENCE  NOT  REQUIRED :
Un l i ke  o the r  j u r i sd i c t i ons ,  you r  phys i ca l  p resence  and  res iden -
cy  i n  Maur i t i us  i s  no t  requ i red  fo r  you  to  qua l i f y  to  open  a  
bank  account .  The  documenta t ion  requ i red  i s  s t ra igh t  fo r ward  
and  bas i c  documenta t ion  such  as  passpor t  copy,  p roof  of  res i -
dence  such  as  a  u t i l i t y  b i l l ,  and  you r  l as t  pays l i p  mus t  be  sub -
mi t ted  i n te ra l i a  w i th  you r  app l i ca t ion  to  you r  bank  of  p re fe r -
ence .  The  tu rna round  t ime  of  the  p rocess  can  take  8  –  12  
weeks  to  be  comp le ted .

04
TRANSFERRING YOUR FUNDS FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO MAURITIUS:
The  ZAR  vo la t i l i t y  has  made  i t  equa l l y  impor tan t  fo r  one  to  
have  an  op t ima l  remi t tance  s t ra tegy  i n  p lace .  Once  you r  
account  i s  open ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  choose  the  mos t  e f fec t i ng  
rou te  of  t rans fe r r i ng  funds  f rom your  Sou th  A f r i can  bank  
account  to  you r  new Maur i t i an  account .  You  w i l l  need  to  
ensu re  th i s  i s  done  bo th  i n  comp l iance  w i th  exchange  con t ro l  
and  South  A f r i can  Rese r ve  Bank  ru les .  The  t im ing  of  the  t rans -
fe r  i s  a l so  key  to  ensu re  you  rece i ve  a  favourab le  ra te  of  
exchange ,  thus  mak ing  i t  impera t i ve  tha t  you  have  f l ex ib i l i t y  
he reon .

02
USD /  FORE IGN CU RRE N CY  ACCO U N T S :
Both  res iden ts  and  non - res iden ts  can  have  access  to  cu r ren t  
accounts  i n  fo re ign  cu r renc ies ,  howeve r,  fo re ign  cu r rency  
accounts  a re  on l y  a l l owed  to  rece i ve  funds  v ia  domes t i c  and  
i n te rna t iona l  bank  t rans fe r s .  Fo re ign  cu r rency  accounts  a l so  
bea r  i n te res t  a t  f i xed  ra tes  ( te rm account )  o r  va r iab le  i n te res t  
( remunera t ion  of  the  ava i lab le  amount ) .  You  can  e i the r  open  
a  bank  account  i n  the  l oca l  cu r rency  o r  have  access  to  you r  
cu r ren t  account  i n  you r  fo re ign  cu r rency.  A  m in imum depos i t  
amount  tends  to  va r y  and  i s  dependent  on  the  bank .  I n  gene r -
a l ,  i t  i s  be tween  MUR1 ,000  and  MUR5 ,000  o r  i t s  equ i va len t  i n  
conve r t i b l e  cu r rency.



5. TRANSFERRING YOUR FUNDS FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO MAURITIUS

RELOCATION TIPS
OPENING A MAURITIAN BANK ACCOUNT

05
A REQUIREMENT  FO R  I S S UA N CE  O F  PE R MI TS :
A bank  account  i s  requ i red  as  pa r t  of  the  app l i ca t ion  p rocess  fo r  a  Re t i red  
Pe r son  Pe rmi t ,  Occupat ion  Pe rmi t s  as  Se l f-Emp loyed ,  and  Inves to r.  You r  
p rocess  can  be  s t reaml ined  i f  t he  bank  account  open ing  has  a l ready  been  
comp le ted  p r io r  to  submiss ion  of  you r  app l i ca t ion .
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